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Rev. Ed Loring is arrested 
in Atlanta while protesting 
the criminalization of the 
poor. 
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Our youth, the war and 
the battle for the future 



David Crim and his wife Tammy attend a vigil near Lansing, Michigan in 
support of Cindy Sheehan’s efforts to meet with President Bush about the 
war and the loss of her son. Over 1,500 such vigils were held around the 
country at the same time with thousands of people attending. 
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The mounting casualties of the Iraq 
war have aroused important segments of 
the American people to action. There is 
growing recognition that the carnage in 
Iraq foretells the kind of future that the 
corporate ruling circles and the military 
have in store for the youth of this country. 

Operation “Iraqi Freedom” has 
claimed the lives of 1,853 U.S. military 
personnel; 983, or more than half of the 
soldiers killed, were 24 or younger. Mil¬ 
lions are awakening to the reality that 
they were lied to and that they and their 
children are paying the price for the de¬ 
ceit of the corporate-controlled govern¬ 
ment. 

The popular awareness finds expres¬ 
sion in a growing anti-war sentiment and 
in public demonstrations against the war. 
One front of the emerging resistance 
movement is the demand to bring the 
troops home. Another is a persistent, 
many-sided struggle to frustrate military 
recruitment efforts. 

An example of “bring the troops 
home” is the courage and militant resolve 
of Cindy Sheehan in staking out a vigil at 
the Bush ranch in Crawford, Texas. At 
this writing, Sheehan’s stand has attract¬ 
ed the support of thousands from across 
the country and gains momentum daily. 

On the military recruitment front, the 
growing mass movement is locked in a 
bitter life and death struggle with the rul¬ 
ing corporate elite and the military for 
control of the hearts, minds and lives of 


the youth. Military recruiters pursue the 
youth like wolves stalking prey. Hoping 
to capitalize on the grinding poverty and 
unemployment that confronts the majori¬ 
ty of the youth, the recruiters attempt to 
entice them to join the army with promis¬ 
es of a $5,000 or more signing bonus, 
$17,000 starting pay for a private, and 
over $70,000 in scholarships and grants. 

However, even bribery coupled with 
harassment and intimidation has failed to 
produce the desired results. The army has 
consistently failed to meet its monthly re¬ 
cruiting goals. 

Recognizing that the opposition of par¬ 
ents is the source of much youth resis¬ 
tance to recruitment, the military is now 
trying to a drive a wedge between parents 
and their children. In April 2005 the 
Army began running what were described 
as “Influencer” ads - a crass and deceit¬ 
ful attempt at undermining the influence 
of parents, teachers, coaches, ministers 
and others over young people. These ads 
were scheduled to air 4,000 times over 
the three months ending in September. 
Moreover, in what is said to be the 
biggest government advertising contract 
ever, the Army will award contracts in ex¬ 
cess of $1 billion to produce such ads 
over the next two years. 

Iraq is only one arena of the crisis con¬ 
fronting the youth. Unemployment among 
16-24 year olds has averaged 11-12 per¬ 
cent, over twice the national rate, for over 
a decade. Between 1995 and 2004 the 


number of 16-24 year olds not in the labor 
force, the so-called “discouraged worker,” 
grew by over 3 million, bringing to more 
than 14 million the number completely 
outside the labor market. 

Due to government cuts, over 92,000 
low income college students will lose 
their financial aid (Pell grants) and anoth¬ 
er 1.2 million will have their grants re¬ 
duced by an average of $3,000 per year. 
These cuts, along with the continued rise 
in tuition, mean that a hoped-for escape 
route from poverty will be closed to mil¬ 
lions of youth. 

But it is the imprisonment of the youth 
that is mind boggling. The U.S. leads the 
world with over 2 million persons incarcer¬ 
ated in 2004. More telling is that, of this 
record total, 456,600 inmates are 18-24 
years old, making this group the fourth 
largest prison population in the entire world. 

Clearly, this government has no pro¬ 
gram to ensure a secure and productive 
future for the youth. Its treatment of the 


youth makes it apparent that the program 
of the government is to protect the inter¬ 
ests of the corporations and the rich at the 
expense of the needs of the poor. 

It is along these lines, class lines, that 
the battle for the future is being waged. 
The American people cannot afford to 
lose the battle for the youth. Whoever 
captures the boundless energy, the revolu¬ 
tionary enthusiasm and the rebellious 
spirit of the youth will largely determine 
the outcome of the revolutionary transfor¬ 
mation now underway in society. 

To ensure their eventual victory in the 
struggle to transform society, the revolu¬ 
tionary forces must recognize that the 
programs, policies and ideas of the ruling 
corporate elite will not solve the crisis 
facing their youth and their class. Further, 
they must also recognize that they have 
within their midst the visionaries capable 
of producing the new ideas and means of 
struggle required for the attainment of po¬ 
litical power. 


PEOPLE'STRIBUNE 


The People’s Tribune is a revolution¬ 
ary newspaper of and for the thou¬ 
sands of revolutionaries from all 
walks of life and perspectives. 

The People’s Tribune is devoted to 
the proposition that an economic sys¬ 
tem that can’t or won’t feed, clothe 
and house its people ought to be and 
will be changed. To that end, this 
paper is a tribune of the people. It is 
the voice of millions struggling for sur¬ 
vival. It strives to educate politically 
those millions on the basis of their 
own experience. It is a tribune to 
bring them together, to create a 
vision of a better world, and a strate¬ 
gy to achieve it. 

As a newspaper, we are organized to 
bring forth a vision of a peaceful, 
prosperous and orderly world made 
possible by the very automation and 
economic globalization that, in the 


hands of the capitalists, threaten our 
existence. We find ourselves at a 
historic moment in time as technolo¬ 
gy leads us on a path toward the 
decisive reconstruction of society. 
Who will win — the capitalists or the 
growing mass of poor— will depend 
on the revolutionaries winning the 
hearts and minds of the people to 
create a society whose fruits benefit 
all. 

We offer our pages as a vehicle for 
the new ideas rooted in our reality, 
and to be the voice of revolutionaries 
who seek to raise the consciousness 
of society. Let us gather our collec¬ 
tive experience, intelligence and 
commitment to bring forth a vision 
that changes America into a society 
“by the people, of the people, for the 
people.” 

The times call for nothing less. 
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Workers in fight for their lives 
need strategy for victory 


Labor Day 2005 


On this Labor Day, it is fitting that we stop and look 
at where we are as workers and as a nation. The world 
that gave birth to the great Labor Day celebrations of 
the past is rapidly fading. Labor - that vast expanse of 
people who live only through their ability to work - is 
barely recognizable. It is not simply that fewer work¬ 
ers than ever are part of trade unions. Labor has al¬ 
ways been more than the trade union movement in 
any case. It is that the nature and character of labor is 
itself changing under the onslaught of new technolo¬ 
gies, transforming forever the nature and character of 
the movement of labor in this country. 

Where once the standard of living of the American 
worker was the highest in the world, advanced tech¬ 
nology is destroying the value of labor and is giving 
birth to a workforce that is hardly a workforce at all, 
but a growing mass of people whose connection to the 
old ways of work and life is unraveling before our 
eyes. The life long job, the steady career, the genera¬ 
tion after generation into the mill or the plant or the 
mine, these are all rapidly disappearing, or in some 
places are already only a distant memory. 

From running cash registers in Walmart to slaugh¬ 
tering chickens at Tysons to cleaning rooms at the Su¬ 
per 8 to hustling on the street for cans or loose change, 
American workers are forced to scramble for work 
wherever they can. All kinds of people face problems 
in finding work, not just the laid off factory worker or 
the high school drop-out or the kid from around the 
way. College graduates, middle level managers with 
years of experience under their belts, and skilled 
workers in all fields are all thrown together in the 
same sinking boat. 

As technology eliminates the need for labor the 
government as the main agent of the ruling class is in¬ 
creasingly divesting itself of all responsibility for so¬ 
ciety. Money is shifted to guarantee the capitalists’ 
profits and to service their needs. So not only jobs, but 
everything else is left to its own devices. Schools are 
allowed to fall into disrepair, hospitals are closed, city 
services are gutted, and a blind eye is turned to corpo¬ 
rate polluters and corporate criminals of all kinds. 

Some are simply hoping to wait out the storm. Yet, 
there are a growing number of others who are recog¬ 
nizing they are going have to fight against their wors¬ 
ening conditions. But how and to what end? With 
what allies, where do we make the compromises, and 
where to make the stand? And most importantly, how 
will we win? These are the emerging questions before 
the movement today, and it is not exaggeration to say 
that the future of the world depends upon the answers 
we, the workers of this country, come up with. 

There are many questions to be answered, but we 
already know a few things that can help us in our de¬ 
liberations. First, we have to begin to understand that 
the conditions we face form the basis of our common 
interests as a class. And more than that, our class in¬ 
terests are absolutely opposed to the ruling class that 
runs this country. This means that everything about us 
is different from them, including our values and 
morality, but also our power. They have it, we don’t. 

Second, we have to organize ourselves politically to 
exert our interests in society. Politics is a struggle over 
power - which class has it and which class is organiz¬ 
ing to take it away. Most immediately, it means we 
need a party which represents our class interests, not 
the interests of the ruling class as the Republicans and 
the Democrats do. This is available to us now in the 
form of the Labor Party, a party that is organized to 


represent the interests of the workers. Look for stories 
on the activities of the Labor Party in upcoming issues 
of the People Tribune You can check out the Labor 
Party at www.thelaborparty.org. 

And finally, we need a common vision of what is 
actually possible. A world without want is the resolu¬ 
tion that lies at the heart of every struggle today. This 
must be the banner that we carry everywhere we go, 


Low wage workers march in Miami, Florida. 


informing every strategy we devise and every tactic 
we develop. 

A new world is being born. In such moments of 
transition, all seems confusion and chaos. But by 
keeping these elements uppermost in our minds — 
making them our North Star — we can keep ourselves 
and our class on course and devise the strategy and 
tactics that we need to win. 
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The People's Tribune Needs Your Support 


The People's Tribune relies entirely on subscriptions and donations in order to keep 
publishing. Please subscribe and make the largest donation you can afford so that 
we can continue being the voice of those who are struggling to survive, and continue 
offering a vision of the new world that is possible. 

I want to subscribe to the People's Tribune. 

□ Please send me a one-year individual subscription [ $20 ] 

□ Please send me a one-year institutional subscription [ $25 ] 

Enclosed is my donation of: 

□ $20 □ $50 □ $75 □ Other 

My check or money order made payable to Name: 

“People’s Tribune” is enclosed. ... 

Address: . 

Mail this coupon to: P.O. Box 3524 City/State/Zip. . 

Chicago, IL 60654 Phone/Email: . 


On “Solidarity Forever” 


In the last issue’s cover story we described “Solidarity Forever” as the “national anthem” 
of the United Auto Workers. We should also have noted that the song, written by IWW 
organizer Ralph Chaplin, has historically been adopted as the unofficial anthem of the US 
trade union movement as a whole. 
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World view, philosophy, and anti-globalization 


BY BRUCE WRIGHT 
THE REFUGE 

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA 

Philosophy and Worldview 

In discussing outreach to the disen¬ 
franchised, the rejected, the counter¬ 
culture, or whatever you might call it, 
why is it important to understand and 
have a philosophy or worldview? 
What is the philosophy or worldview, 
of the rejected and disenfranchised? 

These issues are important if we are 
to effectively relate to and reach out to 
these various subcultures. But, more 
importantly the heart of Jesus is with 
the rejected and disenfranchised. Fur¬ 
thermore, much of the worldview of 
these groups is closer to the truth of 
Christianity than mainstream Chris¬ 
tianity in the West, especially in the 
United States. 

We are going to briefly develop two 
aspects. One, what is the philosophy/ 
worldview of the rejected and disen¬ 
franchised? Secondly, what should be 
the philosophy/worldview of Chris¬ 
tians, especially in relation to outreach? 


These ideas are by no means com¬ 
prehensive or exclusive. They are 
merely attempts to try to clarify the 
various worldviews and how we 
should relate to them as followers of 
Christ. 

Much talk has been made regarding 
the growing anti-globalization move¬ 
ment and the growth of grass roots, 
people-driven movements. These 
movements run counter to the estab¬ 
lished mainstream methods of resis¬ 
tance to injustice. 

Many of those involved are from the 
counterculture; Peace Punks, Anar¬ 
chists, and Neohippies. Thus, it is im¬ 
perative that we as followers of Christ 
reach out to this group and beyond 
that, that we address these issues as 
well. How we deal with issues of 
poverty, racism, sexism, loss of liber¬ 
ties and respecting other cultures, in 
my opinion is at the forefront of what 
it means to be a believer. 

Anti-globalization 

I believe we have much in common 
with the anti-globalization movement. 
This movement seeks to empower the 


poor; so does Jesus. They seek to pre¬ 
vent wealth and power from control¬ 
ling the world; the kingdom of God is 
about this as well. They seek to pre¬ 
vent the loss of autonomy and diversi¬ 
ty; likewise, Jesus doesn’t want to take 
away our individuality. 

This movement also seeks to en¬ 
courage an organic collectivity of soci¬ 
ety, and isn’t that what the Church is 
supposed to be doing? Finally, they 
seek to end the attempt of creating a 
one world economy and government 
and are against greed, this is also con¬ 
sistent with the kingdom of God. 

In conclusion, we must not only be 
involved with these people and move¬ 
ments, but also help them to see that a 
number of their values line up with 
Kingdom values, when Jesus is at the 
center. 

Now this certainly is by no means 
an exhaustive look at these issues, but 
merely an introduction. For further 
reading, look at these books, websites 
and scriptures: 


Books 

Globalize This 
Stupid White Men 

People’s History of the United States 
When Corporations Ruled the World 
The Presence of the Kingdom 
Anarchy and Christianity 
Mustard Seed vs. Me World 

Websites 

www.Jesusradicals.com 

www.commondreams.org 

www.kingdomnow.org 

www.freespeechtv.org 

www.antiwar.com 

www.kwru.org 

Scriptures 

Isaiah 10:1 
Proverbs 
Matthew 5-7 
James 2 


Atlanta resists attack on the poor 



“Resurrection City”, Atlanta. A rising movement of the poor camps out at the 
City Hall the night before the City Council vote on the anti-panhandling 
ordinance. Goals of the movement are to end the criminalization of the poor 
and to end homelessness and poverty. 
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The Rev. Ed Loring of the Open Door Community is one of 7 
arrested while protesting the passage of the anti-panhandling 
ordinance passed recently by the Atlanta City Council. The 
ordinance is one of several designed to criminalize the poor. 
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VISION 


AND THE FIGHT FOR A NEW WORLD 


This column is a place for revolutionaries to 
debate why a cooperative society is a practical 
solution to the problems people are fighting out. 
We welcome your thoughts about the articles 
we are running and we welcome your articles. 
You can view all articles at 
http://www.lrna.org/speakers/vision.htmI. 
E-mail sandy@lrna.org or write: People’s 
Tribune, P.O. Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654 


Imagine not 
having to worry 
about finding a job 

BY BOB LEE 


Like everyone else, I’ve been reading the head¬ 
lines the past few years about wave after wave of 
layoffs. Millions of people losing their jobs, mil¬ 
lions of lives devastated. People taking years to 
find new jobs, and going back to work for a lot 
less money, if they found jobs at all. People losing 
everything, and ending up homeless. 

Then, last January, 1 got laid off from a place 
where 1 had worked for 16 years as a writer and 
editor. It was an old story — two companies 
merged and people got let go after the merger, 10 
percent of the staff in this case. 1 should have seen 
it coming, but I didn’t really, and it was a shock. The 
day they let us all go I went around saying goodbye to 
co-workers. We didn’t know what to say to each other. 
Those who didn’t get pink slips wondered if they were 
next. The management gave us boxes to put our per¬ 
sonal stuff in as we cleaned out our offices. All my 
things fit in two boxes. I was surprised at that; you 
would think that after 16 years in a place you’d have 
more personal junk piled up, but there 1 was, outside 
the door on the street with all my stuff in two medi¬ 
um-sized boxes. I was dazed. 

Now, it’s nearly eight months later and I’m still 
among the more than 924,000 people who have been 
laid off since January in what some economists are 
calling a “booming economy.” Now I 
know what it means to be one of the 
people behind the statistics. Now I’ve 
experienced first-hand what I had been 
reading and hearing about — the self¬ 
doubt, the anger, the stress, the anxiety 
and the depression that comes from des¬ 
perately wanting and needing a job and 
not being able to get one. As someone 
put it, it’s a shock knowing that your 
talents and skills are dispensable. We 
don’t truly realize how much work 
gives meaning to our lives in this kind 
of society until we don’t have it. 

My experience has made it all the 
more clear to me that we absolutely 
can, and must, have a society where we 
don’t have to worry about selling our¬ 
selves in the labor market every day in 
order to eat. That new society is possi¬ 
ble right now. We have the technology 



to produce everything we need. But private property is 
standing in the way. 

Think about the kind of society we have now. A rel¬ 
ative few of us work for the government or for non¬ 
profit groups, but most of us who need to work have 
to work for private employers, meaning for the hand¬ 
ful of wealthy people who own the factories, the 
mines, the mills and the offices where things are pro¬ 
duced. We have to sell our labor power — our ability 
to work - to these employers, these private owners of 
productive property. If they don’t want to buy it, for 
whatever reason, we don’t work, and if we don’t work 
we don’t eat. The owners of productive property only 
employ us when it’s profitable for them to do so. If a 
computer or robot can do the job, we get replaced. If 


the market for whatever a factory is making dries 
up, the factory shuts down. Under this system, 
employment is for someone’s private profit; we 
don’t put people to work just to satisfy our collec¬ 
tive needs. If employing you doesn’t make a prof¬ 
it for someone, you get laid off. 

I’m not really complaining about my situation. 
(At least not yet.) There are millions of people 
much worse off than me. But part of the point here 
is that over the past 20 years the waves of layoffs 
have spread from the ranks of the blue-collar 
workers into the realm of the white-collar workers 
where I’ve been laboring. The US is now seeing 
its second “jobless recovery” from a recession, 
and it looks like the economy is headed back into 
another recession. No one’s job is safe, no matter 
how skilled, educated or experienced they are, and 
no matter what industry they work in, because 
technology is replacing labor. 

But this technological revolution in the econo¬ 
my also makes possible — and not just possible, 
but necessary — a revolution in how our society is 
organized. We, the people, could own society’s 
productive property ourselves. We could produce 
whatever we needed, whenever we needed it. We 
could guarantee that everyone in our society had 
everything they needed to have a full, cultured life 
- food, clothing, housing, education, health care. 
Technology would no longer be a threat to our 
ability to make a living; it would be a tool to give 
us more leisure time, more time to spend with our 
kids, more time to devote to taking care of each 
other and to doing the things that really personally 
satisfy us. We wouldn’t have to go to jobs that we 
hate, just so we could eat. We wouldn’t have to strug¬ 
gle to make ends meet on wages that aren’t enough. 
We wouldn’t have to worry about being without health 
care. We wouldn’t have to fear becoming homeless, or 
live in poverty in devastated neighborhoods. We 
wouldn’t have to have work define our lives; we could 
focus on being happy. And isn’t that what life is sup¬ 
posed to be about? 

The only thing in our way is a ridiculous system 
where our society’s productive property is in private 
hands. It may seem like a big job to change that, but 
history has shown that a system that can’t meet the ba¬ 
sic needs of the people can and will be changed. To¬ 
gether we can do it. 
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So close you could taste it... 

How the vote was stolen from a grassroots Detroit City Council candidate 



Maureen Taylor, left, during a campaign event at WHPR Radio. At right is 
Marian Kramer. photo/sylvia orduno 


BY SANDRA REID 


Editor’s note: The People’s Tribune inter¬ 
viewed Maureen Taylor, chairperson of the 
Michigan Welfare Rights Union and 
activist for the poor, about her recent 
grassroots campaign for Detroit City 
Council. She won in the August 2 primary 
election, but her victory was thwarted by 
an election fraud calculated to undermine 
her campaign. Detroit, a once-thriving 
industrial capital where Ford, GM and 
other auto giants made billions in profits 
off the backs of workers, now has an 
unemployment rate of 14 percent, or three 
times the national average. In Detroit, up 
to 40,000 families have no drinking water 
in their home. The city shut off utilities for 
lack of payment. The program of the Mau¬ 
reen Taylor Grassroots Campaign was for 
the city to provide for people’s needs. It 
is not surprising that powerful forces 
would want to keep Maureen Taylor from 
winning a seat on the City Council and 
from having a legal platform to expose the 
treachery that goes on in City Hall every 
day. In this interview, Maureen talks about 
how her candidacy was stolen, the next 
step and lessons in “democracy.” As we go 
to press, Taylor has filed suit challenging 
the outcome of the election and demanding 
a recount. 


People’s Tribune: Tell our readers how 
your campaign was stolen. 

Maureen Taylor: During the campaign, 
we anticipated every event that might arise 
which could be a barrier to our success. I 
was alarmed when the mystery candidate 
MARINO TAYLOR showed up on a list of 
people in the Council race. I telephoned the 
Clerk’s office and was referred to the State 
Elections Board. No solid information was 
made available that would address my con¬ 
cern, which was that voters would be con¬ 
fused with the names being SO similar. We 
have all paid the price for the treachery. 
This person’s name appeared on the ballot 
in front of my name, and given the large 
number of candidates, the expectation was 
that people would make an error. At the 
close of the election, Maureen D. Taylor 
(me) had collected 9,304 votes. The planted 
candidate received 8,717 votes. That means 
in total we scored over 18,000 votes, which 
puts us well into the top primary winners. 
WE WON! WE WON! They stole our vic¬ 
tory, and now what do we do. 

PT: Who is Marino Taylor? 

MT: Marino Taylor lives on the 19000 
block of Hamburg in the city of Detroit, 
according to the city clerk. No one knows 
this person. She did not campaign. She did 
not arrive at any “Meet the Candidates” 
sessions or debates, or put forth to the 


community her program. We found out 
about this person because someone found a 
man passing out flyers that said “Vote for 
Maureen.” But the flyer had someone 
else’s picture and name on it. When ques¬ 
tioned, the person said “Yes, this is the 
Maureen Taylor campaign.” The person 
then ran away. Marino had no phone num¬ 
ber. Not one piece of literature said how to 
reach her. Everyone else’s literature said, 
“Call us or e-mail us to reach our cam¬ 
paign.” She had no numbers — just a state¬ 
ment that said make a contribution at any 
participating bank. We called the bank. 

The bank managers said no such person 
exists. It is flat out criminal that they got 
away with this. This is exhibit “A” in how 
the vote was stolen from the community. 
Someone said that our problem was that 
we did not go to the depths that these crim¬ 
inals went to. 

PT: What was your campaign about? 

MT: Our campaign was called the Grass¬ 
roots Campaign because it spoke to the 
needs of ordinary people. What do ordi¬ 
nary people want? Quality of life. We 
should have access to affordable drinking 
water and no utilities shut off in the dead 
of winter. It is unconscionable that we 
don’t have these things. We’re having our 
homes taken from us because taxes are so 
high. We should have access to health care 
which includes prescriptions. People are 
paying $800 a month for prescriptions - 
more than their pensions. Wherever we 
went, everybody said “We are for this.” I 
knew they would be at the finish line wait¬ 
ing for us, but I didn’t know Marino would 
be there. 

PT: What’s your next step? 

MT: We’re looking at some legal ways to 
do something about identity theft in the 
race. We’re learning something. If you 
count on people who can hardly read or 
write as your subterfuge and make it con¬ 
fusing by putting their name before mine - 
well, then you disenfranchise a person by 
stealing their vote. And, that’s not illegal! 
But if I say I want to be Marino Taylor and 
get a false bank account, that’s a crime. 
This is supposed to be a democracy. 

The Iraqis are said to have had their first 


free and open election. Some people on 
the ballot had similar names. So to make 
certain it was free and above board, the US 
took the time to take a picture of each of 
the 3000 candidates and they put it next to 
their name so you would be clear. Voting, 
they say, is one of the tenets upon which 
democracy is built. People are getting shot 
in the war, there’s protests in Texas, things 
are falling apart, but we have identified 
that what is important is that every vote 
counts. 

PT: What is the community saying about 
all this? 

MT : There is a high degree of anger and 
disgust. People want to know what the hell 
this is. We were sitting in the clerk’s office 
and they announced that there were 500 
ballots they couldn’t find. The clerk said 
“That’s a small error - those votes don’t 
count.” But some Board of Education races 
were decided by less than 50 votes. And 
the clerk’s office has a sign on the wall 
that says “every vote counts.” 

PT: Any final thoughts for our readers? 
MT: People need to know what’s going 
on. In the monster movies of the 1950s 
about beings from outer space, the theme 
was to watch the skies. I would say to our 
national and international readers: Watch 
the ballot box! Watch the ballot. They stole 
the ballot. Be prepared to be engaged in an 
ongoing war. 

In closing, I would ask any freedom-loving 
American, any attorney with a backbone, 
any social worker with guts, any communi¬ 
ty organizer with spunk, any revolutionary 
who hates political graft and corruption, 
any labor members who see working class 
unity as imperative, any young person who 
wants justice and any retiree old enough to 
remember what Dr. King and others died 
for, to step up. Reach the city clerk’s office 
in Detroit to demand that they restore my 
name to the list of Council candidates in 
the upcoming November general election 
since I am the victim of electoral identity 
theft. Demand that the Candidate of Ordi¬ 
nary People be a “contender” and allowed 
to be in this race and that the right to vote 
is sacred and not to be tampered with! 

This ain’t Florida! 
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the Country 
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People’s Tribune Radio is the monthly half hour news magazine that brings the voices 
of the people to the airwaves. Tune in to hear some of the most provocative stories, 
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Hip Hop Double Feature: Music with a Message 

The Blue Scholars (Seattle) and Fato Criminal (Sao Paulo, Brazil), 
share their views on the important role that hip hop can play in 
building the movement for justice, equality and peace. 

Sirens Echo (Portland) and The Coup (Oakland) talk about the state 
of the music industry and how their music is different because it 
envisions and inspires us to build a different society. 

In both shows you’ll also get a taste of some of their music! 
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Fresno residents confront 
police abuse and violence 


BY REV. FLOYD D. HARRIS, JR. 

FRESNO, Calif. - In mid-July 
108 degree weather, 70 to 80 people 
attended a Town Hall Meeting in 
West Fresno. Many groups from all 
over Fresno - African Ameri¬ 
cans, Asian, Hmong, Hispan- 
ics, Native Americans - came 
out to learn about “Know Your 
Rights When Confronted by a 
Police Officer,” presented by 
Gloria Hernandes of the San 
Joaquin Valley Coalition for 
Immigrants’ Rights, and Rev. 

Floyd D. Harris, Jr., state pres¬ 
ident of the National Action 
Network, who has been travel¬ 
ing around the country educating 
people of color about police account¬ 
ability and procedures. 

In addition to the newly founded 
organization, Fresno Coalition for 
Civil Rights, which sponsored the 
meeting, many other organizations 
were represented. All these groups 
make up the Fresno Coalition for 
Civil Rights, a grass roots organiza¬ 
tion that was formed after the Fresno 
City Council, for the second time, re¬ 
fused to establish an Independent 
Police Auditor (IPA) here in Fresno. 
Many people came to speak on be¬ 
half of an IPA for Fresno - ministers, 
professors, lawyers, community 
leaders, and others. The Central Cal¬ 
ifornia Criminal Justice Committee 
(CCCJC) has been bringing this to 
the City Council and to the commu¬ 
nity for more than seven years now. 
They brought Teresa Guerrero-Da- 
ley, the IPA from San Jose, to Fresno 
twice to explain her function and 
answer questions. She was brought 
to Fresno twice again, by Chief Dyer 
and by Mayor Autry, to meet with 
police officers and with the mayor’s 
study committee on an IPA. The CC¬ 
CJC met with Chief Dyer and agreed 
on certain measures to improve rela¬ 
tions and communication between 
the police and the public. Police offi¬ 
cers were issued business cards to 
identify themselves when making a 
stop. The Police Complaint forms 
were updated and improved and 
were to be made available in 10 pub¬ 
lic locations, in four languages. 

But when we checked out these 
places some of the people in charge 
knew nothing of the complaint 
forms. We have repeatedly asked 
Chief Dyer to have someone meet 
with a representative at each location 
to make them aware of the complaint 
forms and their usage. 

Mayor Autry appointed a commit¬ 
tee which studied both the San Jose 


and Sacramento IPA models. The 
mayor twice called for an IPA, put it 
into the budget, and was rebuffed by 
the City Council despite strong sup¬ 
port from the community, with more 
than 30 people speaking in support 


of the proposal. The City Council 
voted it down twice with little dis¬ 
cussion but had no trouble approving 
the Police Department purchase of 
an airplane at a cost of $221,800 
(plus insurance and maintenance)... 

The CCCJC had wanted to have a 
Town Hall Meeting anyplace, any¬ 
time, anywhere so we could have a 
public debate on the reason why they 
don’t want an IPA. CCCJC contact¬ 
ed the offices of Councilors Jerry 
Duncan, Henry Perea, Mike Dages, 
and Brian Calhoun to see if they 
would participate in such a debate 
and received negative responses 
from each one. 

Meanwhile, the lack of an IPA in 
our city is being strongly felt. There 
are continued instances of racial pro¬ 
filing (people being stopped because 
of their racial or ethnic identity), two 
police killings, and a police officer 
and a former employee of the Police 
Department have sued the depart¬ 
ment for harassment by superiors. A 
police officer was previously in¬ 
volved in an incident of robbery from 
a suspect’s home, but retained in the 
department despite the fact that the 
officer reporting the theft was ha¬ 
rassed so badly by fellow officers 
that she had to leave the department 
and later won a claim for almost 
$500,000. Recently that same offi¬ 
cer was involved in a harassment 
claim by another woman and is being 
sued. The claim of a recycling center 
owner who said he was abused by 
police officers was denied by the In¬ 
ternal Affairs Unit of the Fresno Po¬ 
lice Department, and is now being 
sued by the abusive police officer for 
defamation of character. 

In mid-October Chief Dyer ad¬ 
monished police officers for improp¬ 
er behavior, pointing out that these 
incidents were eroding the trust of the 
community. A long-standing beloved 
police officer committed suicide 


while being investigated by the Inter¬ 
nal Affairs unit. It is obvious that the 
Fresno Police Department is in disar¬ 
ray. There are charges of favoritism 
and unequal treatment within the de¬ 
partment and frustration and anger on 
the part of Fresnans who feel they 
have been maltreated by police of¬ 
ficers and cannot receive fair con¬ 
sideration from the Internal 
Affairs Unit. There were people 
like Lonzy Armstrong III, who is 
40 years old, an African American 
who is constantly being profiled 
and harassed by the Fresno Police 
Department. Lonzy says that he 
went out his front door when he 
was approached by a Fresno Po¬ 
lice Officer who pulled his gun and 
pointed it straight at his head, physi¬ 
cally grabbed him and threw him to 
the ground. Mr. Armstrong said he is 
a law abiding citizen living in Amer¬ 
ica, and as an African American he 
shouldn’t have to be treated like a 
criminal if he hasn’t done anything 
wrong. 

Mai Summer Vue, who is a leader 
of the Fresno Coalition and is an ag¬ 


gressive community activist, was in¬ 
terpreting for the Hmong 
Community. She said that we as peo¬ 
ple need to come together and learn 
about what is going on in our com¬ 
munity, and hold the Police Depart¬ 
ment accountable. 

During the Town Hall Meeting 
there were many testimonies about 
police abuse, profiling, and exces¬ 
sive use of force by many members 
of the community. 

Rev. Harris spoke: During his 
election campaign, he said, Mike 
Dages said that he would vote for an 
IPA. The truth of the matter is, when 
he won the seat in District 2, Mr. 
Dages changed his mind and now he 


will not support us. Rev. Harris said, 
“The only thing that matters to a 
politician is votes. We must take 
charge of our community and send 
the message of accountability to the 
people who serve. We must come to¬ 
gether as people and organize in each 
community and have one communi¬ 
ty, one voice and one message. We 
must educate the people on the issues 
and register young and old to vote in 
the 2006 election. We must go door 
to door, community to community 
and have meetings weekly and use 
every resource possible that is avail¬ 
able to use. There have been black 
and brown men who have been shot 
in the back and they were not armed. 
Why does the Fresno Police Depart¬ 
ment shoot a citizen who has not shot 
at them? Police are the only agency 
that has a license to kill and they have 
a system that will not hold them ac¬ 
countable for their action. The Fres¬ 
no Police Department in their annual 
report about complaints listed a total 
of 397 complaints - 97 complaints 
came from the community and 300 
complaints came from within the de¬ 


partment. This shows that there are 
more problems within the department 
than outside the department. How do 
we expect police to investigate each 
other when they go to lunch together, 
go bowling together, play golf to¬ 
gether, go fishing together and cover 
for each other when they see one of 
their fellow officers do something 
wrong? The system we have is the 
FOX WATCHING THE HEN 
HOUSE SYSTEM. 


Rev. Harris and the National Ac¬ 
tion Network can he contacted by 
phone at 559-288-0828 or see the 
Web site at www.nancal.org. 


‘We must send the message 
of accountability to 
those who serve.’ 



From left, Gloria Hernandes, San Joaquin Valley Coalition for Immigrants’ 
Rights; Mai Summer Vue of the Community Builder Leadershp Team of 
LAO; Rev. Floyd D. Harris Jr.; and Diane Scott of the National Action 
Network. photo/mikerhodes@comcast.net 
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Fight in California over 
privatization of public sector: 

It’s what’s happening across America 


BY STEVEN MILLER 


One hundred years ago, this month, in 1905, the 
hottest book in America was “The Jungle,” by Upton 
Sinclair. This book described, in terrible and shocking 
detail, the squalor of the Chicago Stockyards, where 
America’s meat was produced. The public was horri¬ 
fied at a system of exploitation that drove workers so 
fast that their severed fingers and hands fell into giant 
vats of meat. 

The huge outcry at adulterated meat was only half 
the story. The public was outraged at the picture of ab¬ 
solute corporate dominance of society, where every 
decision about community life was made by the so- 
called private sector. Few people recognized that gov¬ 
ernment had any responsibility for the public welfare. 

America in that era was, in fact, almost completely 
privatized. Wealth was highly polarized. If you didn't 
pay for it, you couldn’t get it. 

By next June, 1906, a startled government was 
stumbling to respond to an outraged public. The feder¬ 
al government was forced to pass one of the very first 
laws acknowledging that the public had any voice in 
anything at all. They quickly passed the Pure Food and 
Drug Act, which acknowledged that public rights over 
health issues were superior to corporate rights. This 
was the beginning of the powerful push for public 
rights that was known as the Progressive Era, where 
public regulation of corporations was first asserted. 

In California, this movement was guided by a vi¬ 
sion of “public works, public schools, public land, 
public rights and public access.” Unlike the East 
Coast, for example, beaches could no longer be priva¬ 
tized. This impulse consciously tried to extend the 
idea of “The Public” to its greatest limits. 

Fast Forward to 2005 

Under the mantra of “free trade,” corporations are 
once again pushing a hidden agenda to turn public 
property into private property. Free trade, of course, 
means that Mom and Pop stores are “free” to go head 
to head with WalMart any time they want. 

Corporations around the world are forcing local 
governments into privatizing their functions, especial¬ 
ly the pro-people functions. The result is that billions 
of dollars in public money becomes privatized — per¬ 
haps the largest transfer of wealth from the public to 


corporate hands in history. 

The whole push is to maximize the rights of corpo¬ 
rations over our lives. The goal is to make the idea of 
“The Public” extinct, driven over the brink by hoards 
of corporate lawyers with a Mission. 

The same agenda is being played out at every level 
of government and in every state: corporate taxes are 
frozen and then cut. Suddenly governments face bank¬ 
ruptcy. The cry goes out to privatize all human ser¬ 
vices (even though the cost of corporate pollution, for 
example, is supposed to be born by the public). This is 
what the capitalist pundit, Grover Norquist, means 
when he says it is now time to drown governments 
like a baby in a bathtub. 

Nowhere in the country is this process being driven 
faster than in California, led by the Govemator. 

California is on the brink of the most important 
election in the state's history. Schwarzenegger is forc¬ 
ing the state to spend at least $100 million on an elec¬ 
tion that the public doesn’t want. 

Last year, Arnold changed the Constitution to all 
but eliminate Workmans' Comp and end the state's re¬ 
sponsibility to provide medical care to injured work¬ 
ers. Then he tried to privatize the state's pensions for 
teachers, nurses, fire fighters, police and state work¬ 
ers. Massive public outrage forced him to temporarily 
abandon this one. 

The Corporate Agenda 

Arnold’s special election hosts a variety of “Consti¬ 
tutional Amendments” that paves the way to further 
privatization of state services: 

Prop 74 — Raises the time necessary for teacher 
tenure from two to five years 

Tenure is simply the right to due process and freedom 
of speech. How exactly does amending the state consti¬ 
tution address the financial crisis? Bill Hauck, president 
of the California Business Roundtable, who also chairs 
Arnold’s election campaign, states, “Ideally we would 
have no tenure and no collective bargaining.” 

Prop 75 — The so-called “Paycheck Protection” 
Amendment 

This one requires unions to get permission 
from every single member to spend one cent of 
union money in a political campaign. This, of 
course, prevents unions from mounting a cam¬ 


paign, as did the Nurses, to force the Governator's 
hands off the pensions. In California, corporations out- 
spend unions 24 to 1 in political campaigns. Nobody 
requires their workers to give their permission first. 

Prop 76 — The so-called “Live Within Our 
Means” Amendment 

This guts the floor for guaranteed state spending 
on public education established in 1988. As the 
state’s schools fell from first to worst, the people 
amended the constitution to give investing in chil¬ 
dren and the future the highest priority. It also allows 
any governor to make unilateral cuts in the budget 
four times a year whenever there is a “financial cri¬ 
sis.” 

Prop 77 — Redraws the state congressional dis¬ 
tricts next year, five years ahead of the usual date. 

It also takes this power from the Legislature and gives 
it to a panel of three retired judges. Karl Rove has stat¬ 
ed that the best thing Republicans can do to win in 
2008 is to redistrict Texas, Florida and California. 

Dueling Visions 

Arnold is right about one thing: the system is not 
working. But the so-called budget crisis is carefully 
manufactured. What else can you call it when insurance 
corporations pay Zero (that's $000.00) income tax in 
the state? The Governator says he won't raise taxes 
(certainly not on corporations) yet California is the only 
energy producing state without an excise tax! This is a 
tax on companies that extract natural resources that can 
never be replaced again, like oil, gas or coal. 

There’s plenty of money, but it is being redirected 
away from anything that benefits the public. Privatiz¬ 
ing Social Security, public pensions, public water and 
public schools is now routinely discussed. These steps 
are promoted as positive reforms, yet they really rep¬ 
resent attacks on public power. No one should forget 
how ENRON and other energy companies looted the 
state for $40 billion by deregulating public control of 
California’s electricity. 

The real fight is the fight for which direction soci¬ 
ety will take. The resources of the world will increas¬ 
ingly be directed to become corporate holdings. Or we 
can rally around a vision of a new world where the 
public has universal access to housing, culture, in¬ 
come, quality medical care and education. It’s either 
private, corporate property or it’s public property. 

Steve Miller is available to speak through Speakers 
for a New America. Call 800-691-6888 or email 
sandy@speakersforanewamerica.com. 


Justice Speaking Tour 
Speakers for a New America 

Ministers, community activists and labor leaders are part of the Justice Speaking Tour. 
Contact us about bringing a speaker to your city. As industry leaves, whole towns are dying 
and being taken over by corporate developers. Those who stand up for justice are met with 
police terror. The Justice Tour brings communities together. It puts a spotlight on the 
immorality of a system that cares only about the wealth and privilege of the few. The 
speakers bring a vision of hope for a new world. Call 800-691-6888 for a free packet, 
email sandy@speakersforanewamerica.com or visit us at www.lrna.org/speakers. 



Rally against Schwarzenegger and budget cuts in California. 

PHOTO/SANDRA BUTLER COURTESY INDYMEDIA.COM 


PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE SEPTEMBER 2005 












Dissipating redevelopment’s cloud of doom: 

Low-income tenants organize against displacement by redevelopment 


BY KEN WERNER, 

TRINITY PLAZA TENANTS ASSOCIATION (TPTA) 

Editor’s Note: more than 100 tenants and activists 
attended a San Francisco Planning Commission hear¬ 
ing to speak against the notorious Redevelopment 
Agency’s newest removal scheme, the so-called Mid- 
Market Plan. Wealthy developers’ sights are on the 
Civic Center stretch of Market Street, between 5th and 
11th Streets, where some of San Francisco’s last af¬ 
fordable apartments and residential hotels (SROs) are 
still to be found, where many low-income working- 
class people live and small businesses thrive, many of 
them for decades. The report below was written by 
housing activist and writer Ken Werner, whose 
articles can also be found on the progressive Beyond- 
Chron.org website. Ken is a leader in the victorious 
fight to save the 360 affordable-unit Trinity Plaza 
apartments (where he lives) from wanton demolition, 
and helped organize a general anti-demolition cam¬ 
paign in San Francisco. 

SAN FRANCISCO - At the June 23 San Francis¬ 
co Planning Commission hearing on the Redevelop¬ 
ment Agency’s proposed Mid-Market Plan, the 
agency’s backers claimed fear-mongering on the part 
of residents and their supporters. In part they were 
correct: we all know the history of the destruction that 
has been visited upon communities and people’s lives 
by the agency — and the potential and probability of 
continued destruction of affordable housing in San 
Francisco looms like a cloud of doom. 

But 1 left the hearing with another sensation that 
was just as overwhelming as the feeling of doom, a 
perception that we have reached a new level in the 
social justice struggle for affordable rental housing. 
1 sensed a solidarity and strength among the progres¬ 
sives, and a defensive fight emanating from the multi¬ 
millionaire/billionaire developers and their proponents. 

The San Francisco Redevelopment Agency has 
been planning to further ravage Civic Center for 10 
years, but in two short weeks we rallied 45 tenants and 
progressive activists to speak from not only the 
Mid-Market area, but from other neighborhoods as 
well. Flousing activist Randy Shaw of the Tenderloin 
Flousing Clinic points out that our movement - 
because it truly is a movement - will continue to grow 
and be more inclusive of San Franciscans from 
various neighborhoods: not just from an organizational 
perspective, but because the working-class people of 
the city, the low-income residents, the seniors and 
disabled, people of color, are fighting back not out of 
fear but from a perspective of moral indignation and 
outrage. 

We’ve suffered through three generations of Re¬ 
development and its devastation of our communities, 
or we’ve heard the horror stories of its attacks on the 
most vulnerable residents, and the time has arrived in 
the city when social justice activists from all over San 
Francisco are now working together as a unified force. 

Richard Marquez from Mission Agenda and the 
Coalition to Save Mid-Market led the hearing by 
defining the Civic Center area: “Mid-Market is a 
neighborhood ...” he said, “is a place where people 
live and labor.... It has beautiful buildings. People 
who live there like living there and want to stay there.” 

Prince Bush, speaking with passion on the history 
of the Agency, noted: “There’s two words to describe 


the Redevelopment Commission and that is ‘notorious 
liars’.” 

Gen Fujioka of the Asian Law Caucus confirmed 
the agency’s history of racial targeting and urged the 
Planning Commission to listen to those most impact¬ 
ed, saying “The city has a moral and legal obligation 
to adopt policies that will avoid racial and ethnic dis¬ 
crimination,” noting that this stretch of Market Street 
is one of the most racially diverse areas in the city. 

And Gary Huck eloquently summarized the Rede¬ 
velopment Agency’s history: “The RDA is a cancer 
on the city of San Francisco and a shame and scourge. 


History speaks for itself by saying that it has left noth¬ 
ing but a wake of destruction in its path for its entire 
existence. 1 think it should be abolished.” 

Polk Gulch poet and 30-year San Franciscan Sarah 
Menefee described what she sees as a class struggle: 
“I do not trust any redevelopers or other carpetbag¬ 
gers. This is a class issue... the lines are really clear 
here. This will throw people into the street and destroy 
lives.” 

Finally, Paul Hogarth, former head of the Berkeley 
Rent Board and now an active San Franciscan, pas¬ 
sionately reminded the Commissioners to follow their 
own hearts: “Look at the Redevelopment Agency’s 
track record over the past 50 years. It is a depressing 
and insulting legacy of devastation. People who have 
been displaced out of the Fillmore [an African-Amer¬ 
ican community that was completely displaced], out 
of Yerba Buena: where did they move to if they 
weren’t moved out of the city? A lot of them moved to 
the Tenderloin and the Mid-Market. And it’s insulting 
to suggest now, with this legacy, that you’re going to 


... kick them out of this neighborhood too!” 

In June the U.S. Supreme Court in Kelo v. City of 
New London ruled that governments have the right to 
seize any property under eminent domain and turn the 
property over to a commercial developer. In her dis¬ 
senting opinion, Justice Sandra Day O’Connor wrote: 
“Nothing is to prevent the state from replacing any 
Motel 6 with a Ritz Carlton, any home with a shop¬ 
ping mall.” 

That decision means the San Francisco Redevelop¬ 
ment Agency is empowered to act against any proper¬ 
ty owner; all the Agency needs is a right-wing, 


extremist daily newspaper to start spewing stories 
about “blighted” property. Such power cannot be 
allowed to continue to be vested in an unaccountable 
agency. 

On June 27, the Board of Supervisors heard the 
Redevelopment Agency’s request for its 2005-6 bud¬ 
get of $118 million, of which $17 million alone is 
assigned to staff salaries. 

Over the next several months, members of the 
progressive community, affordable rental housing 
activists, and people who strive for social justice will 
present alternatives to make San Francisco the model 
for the creation of truly affordable rental housing. 

It’s time to reformulate the Redevelopment Agency 
to make it accountable to the people of the city. Most 
of its employees, particularly planners, should start 
looking for new jobs. It’s time to take the agency’s 
$ 118-million budget and form an affordable housing 
fund administered by the people who are directly 
affected, members of the community where affordable 
rental housing is needed the most. 



Rally against closing Trinity Plaza apartments at San Francisco City Hall. 
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Takeover Vultures Stalk Jefferson High - 
A Nationwide Problem 


LOS ANGELES — L.A.’s Jefferson High suffers 
problems seen in schools across America. Test scores 
lag far behind schools in wealthy areas. Ancient heat 
and cooling systems don’t work. Students are 
crammed into rooms without enough seats. Some stu¬ 
dents take out their frustrations in violence against 
each other. 

A government that cared about low-income neigh¬ 
borhoods would have fixed things long ago. Instead, 
the school's problems have become an excuse for out¬ 
siders to make money at their expense. In August, 
Steve Barr swooped down to declare the school dead 
and pick at its bones like a vulture at a car wreck. 

Barr said the solution to Jefferson’s woes was to let 
his company, Green Dot Public Schools, tear it up into 
eight small “charter schools.” This isn’t just about one 
school, or one company. It’s a major battle in a na¬ 
tional war of takeover which the investor class is wag¬ 
ing against society. They started by privatizing public 
jobs, hospitals, and benefits l ik e Social Security. Our 
kids’ schools are next. 

Charter school companies get money from the 
school system to run public schools, usually the ones 
with the most problems. They get to waive some of 
the rights parents and teachers have at the other public 
schools - really, they’re privately-owned places run 
with the public’s money. But there’s even more money 
at stake. Many charter schools are part of redevelop¬ 
ment schemes by politicians and developers to make 
money by moving out the poor. 

Though redevelopment projects use tax money, the 
government only requires that one out of five new 
housing units be priced for working class people. 
They end up being “housing projects for the wealthy.” 
But wealthy condo buyers won’t send their kids to the 
failing schools forced onto the downtown poor. So, 
the elite are promoting small charter schools because 
it helps sell their projects. 

Green Dot has board members who are national ex¬ 
perts at takeovers of public schools. Ana Tilton helps 
NewSchools Venture Fund finance charter schools, 
and was responsible for 50 schools run by Edison 
Schools in seven states. Kevin Hall is a founder of 
Chancellor Beacon Academies, and chief operating 
officer for the Broad Foundation (whose founder is 
billionaire Eli Broad, a developer bankrolling charter 
schools across the country). 

Green Dot’s vultures know they must have other 
board members that working class voters might trust. 
Oscar De La Hoya is a famous boxer from East LA. 
Susan Estrich managed the 1988 Dukakis presidential 
campaign. Steve Barr was finance chairman of the 
Democratic Party, and a founder of Rock-the-Vote. 
Glenn Dryfoos works for Telemundo, the number two 
Spanish TV network in America. 

No wonder that some parents and community lead¬ 
ers were fooled into supporting the takeover! Noreen 
McClendon, director of Concerned Citizens of South 
Central Los Angeles, told the L.A. Times, “Steve Bar¬ 
r's schools have a track record.” Yet a review of state 
data shows that Green Dot's Animo Leadership High 
in Inglewood had 10th grade math scores as terrible as 
Jefferson’s - 99 percent of their students did not get a 
proficiency rating. Some record! 


Why Jefferson? 

The media focused on Jefferson’s troubles in May, 
after three days of fights among black and latino stu¬ 
dents. Someone put a flyer into the streets threatening 
to kill African Americans on Cinco de Mayo, and 
51,000 kids were absent across L.A. It's still unclear if 
the flyer came from students, professional criminals 
using “Raza Pride” as a trick to control drug markets, 
or rogue police inciting gang conflict. What is clear is 
that it cost L.A. schools $600,000, since funding is 
based on attendance. 

School officials, politicians, and the media quickly 
blamed it all on gang kids. But no one mentioned that 
Steve Bachrach taught classes of 57 students, with 
only 38 chairs. Or that Harvard University’s Civil 
Rights Project reported in March that Jefferson gradu¬ 
ated less than a third of students on time, and only 
12 percent finished college prep courses. 

Steve Barr and his flock knew that serious people 
wanted better solutions than expelling some more 
gangsters. Green Dot seized this opportunity to an¬ 
nounce its offer to take over Jefferson, and began 
gathering signatures of parents desperate enough to 
give it to them. Just like Arnold Schwarzenegger, Barr 
used the growing social crisis to come in from outside 
of politics as usual, and grab power and money for 
himself. 

However, the teachers’ union contract prevents 
some of the control Barr seeks. He tried offering high¬ 
er pay if the union played ball, but the United Teach¬ 
ers of L.A.’s (UTLA) new leaders have promised to 
resist any schemes that privatize a few schools while 
ignoring the rest. “Charter schools are just private 
schools in a different suit,” asserts UTLA President 
A.J. Duffy. 


Duffy’s right. We need a different solution than giv¬ 
ing our schools to the same people who house the 
wealthy while homelessness spreads. UTLA is fight¬ 
ing them, refusing to sell out the community for a lit¬ 
tle higher pay. Will you join the struggle? 

Can your union, club, or neighborhood help defend 
Jefferson or other schools from takeover? Can you 
help research or write to us about the vultures in your 
city who hide behind charter schools, behind the rede¬ 
velopment scams? 

Without these efforts merging into a mighty move¬ 
ment to save public education, more Barrs and 
Schwarzeneggers will manipulate people's despair, 
and grab political power. Unwilling to share the 
wealth necessary for meeting people's needs, their 
“solutions” will mean more expulsions, more school 
police, and more dropouts. We are witnessing the 
birthing of a new form of American fascism, which 
can only be avoided by insisting that the wealth of so¬ 
ciety be used to benefit all the people. 

Steve Teixeira directs the Student Support Program 
at Cal State L.A., and is a leader in the Academic Pro¬ 
fessionals of California union. 


Rally protesting cuts to education. 

PHOTO/PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 



PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE SEPTEMBER 2005 













Health care: Is the fix on? 



BY PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE STAFF 


At a time when the demand for true health reform is 
going public in a big way, some folks think it’s time to 
go behind our backs again. The state-by-state demand 
for universal health coverage—something akin to 
Medicare for all—has grown so great that even the 
mainstream media has had to recognize it, and its 
righteousness. 

“A push for universal health coverage is being 
rekindled in some states by the soaring 
cost of health care and the lack of political 
support in Washington for federal 
change,” wrote the Associated Press in a 
story picked up by USA Today July 9. 

“Advocates of a single-payer system— 
where the government would collect taxes 
and cover everyone, similar to programs 
in Canada and across Europe—have intro¬ 
duced bills in at least 18 state legisla¬ 
tures,” the AP story said. 

The AP singled out the Single-Payer 
Action Network (SPAN) ballot initiative 
in Ohio as perhaps the most advanced. 

“There’s no other solution out there,” it 
quoted a Cleveland member of the United 
Auto Workers (which has endorsed the 
ballot measure). “The system we have 
now is immoral, it’s foundering, and it’s 
on its last legs.” 

The support the Ohio initiative and 
others are gathering may explain why ma¬ 
jor players in the healthcare industry and 
in organizations that supposedly represent 
America’s working-class majority have 
been holding secret meetings on a 
healthcare “reform.” 

In what was apparently a well-orches¬ 
trated “leak,” the New York Times reported 
May 29 that “24 ideologically disparate 
leaders representing the healthcare indus¬ 
try, corporations and unions, and conserv¬ 
ative and liberal groups have been 
meeting secretly for months to seek a con¬ 
sensus on proposals to provide coverage 
for the growing number of people with no 
health insurance.” 

THE POLITICAL AGENDA 

The participants in these undemocratic 
talks range from the right-wing Heritage 
Foundation and the big-business U.S. 

Chamber of Commerce to representatives 
of the AFL-CIO. And they include health- 
industry biggies Johnson & Johnson, 

Pfizer, Blue Cross Blue Shield, and United 
Health Group. 

Also at the table are the American Med¬ 
ical Association and the American Hospi¬ 
tal Association, the National Governors 
Association and National Conference of 
State Fegislators, and the politically pow¬ 
erful AARP (American Association of Re¬ 
tired Persons). 


“Washington will offer zero leadership on health re¬ 
form until 2009,” said the op-ed piece. “The only way 
we’ll get serious action then is if the campaign in 
2008 centers on health. The only way that will happen 
is if groundwork is laid in advance. And the only way 
this groundwork will get traction is if America’s 
CEOs make it their mission.” 

Are the secret meetings laying the groundwork in 
advance? Take a look at how they got started. Accord¬ 
ing to the Times, the two people who organized 
the meetings were the head of 
Families USA, a major liberal think- 
tank in Washington, and the CEO 
of United Health Group (UNH on the 
New York Stock Exchange—and 
up by almost two-thirds in the last 
12 months). 

Though you may never have heard 
of it, UNH is the largest corporate 
health provider in the United States. 
Amazingly, it insures 64 million 
Americans through more than 
250,000 corporate customers. 

Through their HMOs and PPOs, 
UNH has control of nearly a quarter 
of all Americans with health insur¬ 
ance. (They’re not in it for the money, 
of course. The CEO only took home 
$125 million last year.) Naturally, 
UNH will not agree to any scheme 
that does not maintain, if not in¬ 
crease, its profit, and if taxpayers can 
be made to pay for that, all the better. 

THERE IS A BETTER WAY 

Frankly, these meetings are taking 
place out of fear of demands for 
health care reform and the changes 
they could bring to American politics 
if working Americans stand up on 
their back legs and organize for what 
they know in their hearts is right. 

When the Labor Party, convened 
by working people both in and out¬ 
side of trade unions, developed a Just 
Health Care (JHC) campaign five 
years ago, for example, there was lit¬ 
tle mass motion for reform. Now, as 
proposals for single-payer health re¬ 
form begin to get serious on a state 
level, national proposals are begin¬ 
ning to gain real support again. 

This is an attempt at a political 
end-run around a growing social 
movement that cannot accept any¬ 
thing less than real reform. This 
movement is not arising from the 
bowels of a boardroom but in the 
heart of America. It is rising from a 
deep moral indignation that both of 
the main political parties have al¬ 
lowed profiteering from sickness and 
death. No agenda that skirts this fact 
will result in real reform. 


Why do these groups need to meet in secret? If the 
Times report is true, universal health care is not on 
their agenda. But outflanking popular initiatives for 
universal health care that truly includes everyone, 
either at the State or national level, apparently is. 

A May 18 op-ed piece commissioned by the same 
newspaper suggested that defining health care as an is¬ 
sue in the 2008 presidential election may be a key part 
of the secretly meeting group’s plan. And key to that are 
corporate America’s chief executive officers (CEOs). 
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Major healthcare industry players 
are having secret meetings 
to determine how to undermine 
the push for universal health coverage. 
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A city headed for civil war 

BENTON HARBOR, MICH 


Editor’s note: The Black Autonomy 
Network Community Organization 
(BANCO), led by Rev. Edward Pinkney, 
has been in the streets of Benton Har¬ 
bor, Michigan, warning the community 
about the plans of the Whirlpool Corp. 
and corporate developers to take over 
land in the city for “development.” 
When voters recalled a city commis¬ 
sioner who is backed by Whirlpool, 
Pinkney was arrested April 18 on 
trumped-up “vote fraud” charges. If 
convicted, he faces up to 20 years in 
prison. The community is not taking this 
attack lying down. The article below 
was submitted by Rev. Pinkney. 

BY REV. EDWARD PINKNEY 


“And ye shall hear of wars and ru¬ 
mors of wars. See that you not be trou¬ 
bled. For all these things must come to 
pass, but the end is not yet. For nation 
shall rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom; and there shall be 
famines, and pestilences and earth¬ 
quakes, in diverse places. ALL these 
are the beginning of sorrows.” 

The city of Benton Harbor is moving 
closer and closer to great civil strife, un¬ 
rest and bloodshed. Although the resi¬ 
dents of Benton Harbor are supposed to 
be of one nation, the division between 
labor and management is growing more 
intense. The division between the haves 
and have nots is getting wider and 
wider and that breach is being filled 
with hatred. The division between poli¬ 
tics, right and left, so-called Christians, 
right and left, liberals, conservatives, 
and all of the many causes that people 
are giving to signs of bloodshed. 
The people of Berrien County do not 
seem willing to argue their point and let 
truth prevail. But the frustration is lead¬ 
ing to resolution of conflict by means of 
the gun. The weapons of war are being 
sold legally and illegally throughout the 
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city of Benton Harbor in unprecedented 
numbers. The proliferation of assault 
weapons is mounting in Benton Harbor. 
Civil unrest in the future will not be 
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able to be handled by the police. The 
police will be supported by federal 
troops. When this day arrives, and it 
will, the breakdown of law and order 
will be so great in Benton Harbor that it 
will be as the prophets foretold, a time 
of trouble such as never before. This is 
a terrible prophecy, and it does not ap¬ 
pear that it will be avoided or averted, 
though it could be. 

Our youth are dying in unprecedent¬ 
ed numbers and for the first time, death 
by the gun is nearly outnumbering 
death by disease. Gang conflict is civ¬ 
il strife, when we of the same racial and 
historical origin are pitted against each 
other. It is NOT BLACK AGAINST 
WHITE. It is the haves against the 
have-nots. 

Benton Harbor, a city headed for civ¬ 
il war, is controlled by four families. All 
of the crime, drugs, corruption and the 
city jobs are within four families who 
are protected by the Benton Harbor po¬ 
lice department, supported by Corner¬ 
stone Alliance and Whirlpool. 

Welcome to Berrien County: the po- 


People’s Tribune 

P.O. Box 3524 

Chicago, Illinois 60654-3524 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


PRESORTED 
STANDARD 
U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

CHICAGO, IL 
PERMIT NO. 874 


lice, the prosecutors, the politicians, the 
judges, and the machinery of govern¬ 
ment are inexorably grinding away at 
the individual liberties guaranteed to all 
Americans by the Constitution. 

The government agencies in Berrien 
county often arrest without warrant, spy 
without legal authority, imprison with¬ 
out charge, and kill without cause. Ben¬ 
ton Harbor is a city headed for civil 
war. Judicial misconduct, prosecutorial 
misconduct, ethics violations, civil 
rights violations, human rights viola¬ 
tions and legal misconduct is Berrien 
County. Judges do not follow the law in 
Berrien County; they make up their 
own laws. 

Did you know that since 1970, indi¬ 
vidual judges and appellate court panels 
cited prosecutorial misconduct as a fac¬ 
tor when dismissing charges at trial, re¬ 
versing convictions or reducing 
sentencing of 4,017 cases? 

Wake up! Wake up! Go and work as 
hard as you can. We must have a mass 
movement. Go and tell your families, 
your friends, your children, tell white 
folks, tell black folks, the young college 
educated, and the young uneducated. 
Tell them we come to unite them. I am 
counting on each of you. 


Why won’t the government 
help Michigan? 

A reader of the People’s 
Tribune asked: Why won’t our 
government help Michigan? 
The US government helps in 
disasters. Michigan is in crisis 
and needs help. 

The People’s Tribune’s re¬ 
ply: The name of the game is 
profit. The US corporations 
are competing to sell their 
products on a world market 
where labor is far cheaper 
than in the US. The capitalists 
have to steadily lower the 
standard of living of the 
American workers to main¬ 
tain their profits and remain 
competitive. They’re telling 
us if we want jobs to stay in 
America, we’ll have to accept 
the standard of living of the 
poorest countries in the 
world. The government won’t 
come to our aid because their 
role is to serve the corpora¬ 
tions. It is going to take a 
groundswell on the city, state 
and national level of people 
fighting together around their 
common needs to create a 
new world where the people 
can thrive. 





















